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EMMITSBURG, Md —
(Photo left) Tony Dilulio,
program director at The
National Shrine of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton in
Emmitsburg, Md., looks at
a display of Mother Seton's
black cap and shawl July 1,
2021, which are part of a new
exhibit at the shrine. Story
page 14.  (CNS photo/courtesy
National Shrine of Saint
Elizabeth Ann Seton)

SURREY, B.C. — (Photo
above) Newly ordained
priest, Father Raffaele
Salvino blesses a family
member. As Canadians and
Catholics in particular, have
been grapple with complex
and mixed emotions, Fr.
Salvino believes now is the
time for him, and Church as
a whole, to listen. Story page
4. (Agnieszka Ruck photos)

WOODSTOCK — Father Curtis Sappier (left) of Tobique First
Nation, concelebrated a Mass of Healing Father Martin
Arputham HGN, pastor of St. John the Baptist Parish in
Woodstock on Sunday July 11. Story page 3. (Natasha
Mazerolle photo)
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New FreemanThe
AFN hopes Vatican meeting with pope
will lead to residential school apology
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — There is no guarantee that a
delegation to the Vatican will lead to a papal
apology for the Catholic Church’s role in
Canada’s residential school system but the

former Grand Chief of the Assembly of First
Nations [AFN] says he is praying that it will.

Former AFN Grand Chief Perry Bellegarde
said a visit to the Vatican to meet with Pope
Francis in December will an opportunity for
Canada’s First Peoples to convince the pope
that reconciliation between the Church and
Indigenous Canadians can only move forward
if the pope visits Canada and apologizes to
survivors and families on the “soil and the
land” where the abuses of the residential
school system occurred.

“The meeting has been confirmed at the
Vatican so we are going to take that meeting
and then at that time take the opportunity to
invite his Holiness back to Canada at some
point in the future,” Mr. Bellegarde said dur-
ing a press conference on June 30.

“There are no guarantees of any apology
or that he will even come back to Canada but
we have to make the attempt and we have to
seize the opportunity,” said Mr. Bellegarde. “I
believe the spirit will move and things will
happen in a good way. That is my hope and
that is my prayer.”

Mr. Bellegarde’s press conference came a
day after the Conference of Catholic Bishops

(CCCB) confirmed that a meeting between
representatives of Canada’s First Peoples and
the pope in the Vatican will be held December
17-20.

“Pope Francis is deeply committed to hear-
ing directly from Indigenous Peoples, express-
ing his heartfelt closeness, addressing the
impact of colonization and the role of the
Church in the residential school system, in
the hopes of responding to the suffering of
Indigenous Peoples and the ongoing effects
of intergenerational trauma,” said a state-
ment released by the CCCB on June 29.

“This pastoral visit will include the par-
ticipation of a diverse group of Elders/
Knowledge Keepers, residential school sur-
vivors and youth from across the country,
accompanied by a small group of Bishops
and Indigenous leaders,” the CCCB said.
“Planning for the delegation is ongoing and
further details will be announced when they
are available.”

Mr. Bellegarde confirmed on June 30 that
the details of who will be part of the del-
egation to the Vatican is still to be deter-
mined but is expected to include representa-
tives from Canadian First Nations, Metis
and Inuit communities and that planning
discussions for such a visit have been ongo-
ing between the CCCB and First Peoples rep-
resentatives for a while.

Mr. Bellegarde said he is hopeful that Cana-
da’s bishops will join in formally asking Pope
Francis to come to Canada to make a papal
apology because he said the CCCB is an im-
portant organization and he believes that the
AFN has established a relationship of mutual
respect with the CCCB.

One of the key recommendations of Cana-
da’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission
was a demand for a formal apology to be made
by the pope in Canada on behalf of the Catholic
Church for its role in the residential school
system.

Calls for the pope to make such an apology
have been made before, including by Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau previously, but so far
those requests have not been heeded.

Mr. Bellegarde said Pope Francis has made
“powerful” statements on behalf of the Church
regarding the Irish people and Indigenous
people in Bolivia in the past and the Decem-
ber meetings in the Vatican is “a step” towards
that happening in Canada.

“That is the expectation,” Mr. Bellegarde
said. “That is the hope.” §

Perry Bellegarde (AFN photo)
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Woodstock parish holds Mass of Healing
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

WOODSTOCK — On Sunday, July 11,
2021, members of Saint John the Baptist Par-
ish in Woodstock celebrated a Mass of Heal-
ing. They were joined by Indigenous com-
munity members, including members of the
Woodstock and Tobique First Nations.

Stuart Kinney, chair of the pastoral council
of the parish, noted that all worship sites
within Saint John the Baptist Parish are lo-
cated within the traditional territory of the
Wolastoqey people. He began by welcoming
Chief Tim Paul and other members of the
Woodstock First Nation who joined in shar-
ing their faith traditions. He also welcomed
Father Curtis Sappier of Tobique First Na-
tion, who concelebrated mass with Father
Martin Arputham HGN, pastor of the parish

Chief Paul was invited to address the con-
gregation. “The wounds are still open and
anew. And when I say anew, we knew this
for a long time, but it’s coming to light more
and more,” he said. “I get very emotional
when I think about that.”

Chief Paul reflected on the tragedy of chil-
dren being taken away from their families and
how that continues to affect Indigenous Peo-
ples.

“One of the things that’s hardest to grasp,
if you close your eyes and you think you’re
in your home, and somebody comes in and
takes your children, you don’t even know
whether you’re going to see them again. And
this happened and happened and happened
over generations, right up until 1996. This is
not something new, we knew this. So, it’s a
very deep wound for us,” he said. “The rec-
onciliation process is going to be long, hard.
But I think that we can do it, walk together.

We have to accept the past, that truth, and
recognize it. That’s what the state needs to
do and the Church, for the wrongdoings that
it did to our people, over hundreds of peo-
ple.”

Chief Paul was grateful for the efforts of
the parish towards reconciliation and offered
some words of hope. “I want to thank the
parish for reaching out, and to all of you for
being here,” he said. “Keep your hearts open,
your minds open, and I think that we can
walk this path together to make a better to-
morrow for everyone.”

During the homily Fr. Arputham called on
everyone to work towards healing and rec-
onciliation. “As we today gather around this
holy altar remembering our past, our sinful-
ness, we as a community of faith express
our sorrows that I, along with others, are
sorry for the terrible events that we have been
hearing about the last number of weeks that
had happened at the residential schools,” he
said. “It is necessary to take responsibility
for the Church’s role in the running of resi-
dential schools, and those abuses, neglects,
the deaths that occurred at the schools. Once
again, we apologize for the terrible events that
took place at residential schools, and also ask
forgiveness and hope for healing and recon-
ciliation from the First Nations people who
suffered in the hands of the Church.”

“Our diocesan bishop, Christian Riesbeck
also acknowledges the suffering of the First
Nations peoples in the hands of the Church,
and also apologized and asked for reconcilia-
tion and forgiveness,” Fr. Arputham said.

“He too hopes for the healing, reconcilia-
tion, along with all our clergy throughout the
diocese, acknowledging the responsibility of
the past abuses, the residential schools, and
hopeful for forgiveness and reconciliation.”
He expressed his solidarity with Indigenous

peoples, saying that “we gather as a people
of faith to share the burden of your pain, and
to support you as we try to move forward
together.”  And he concluded with a message
of hope: “Let’s encourage each other, let’s
not lose hope for healing and forgiveness, for
the delegation from the First Nations to meet
the pope this coming December…Let us pray
that one day soon Pope Francis will be able
to visit our land Canada, in our sorrow, and
partake an apology expressed on behalf of
the Holy Church.”

Fr. Sappier also addressed the congrega-
tion. “As a Maliseet, I understand the hurt
and frustration. And my first response as I
was watching the news, the frustration that
was within me, I was saying how can the
Church do this to my own people? Especially
working with the Catholic Church, I too was
frustrated. But 31 years ago, having to meet
with the bishop, having to talk to him, and
coming to realize it was my elders that
brought me here,” he said. “It would wrong
to stop knowing what I believe and what my
elders believed. And in my mind I say yes, I
must continue.”

Fr. Sappier shared how his own experience
helps him to understand the pain caused by
residential school systems. “I do understand
the hurts that are inside each and everyone of
you. I never experienced the residential
schools, but I did experience the Indian day
schools, the strapping I received, yes I re-
member that, and it still hurts,” he said. “Not
being able to speak your language also hurts.
But these are things I must overcome. Yes,
it’s going to take a while, a long time. But I
know that once we work together, things are
possible. And if we continue to work together
knowing that God is with us to help us to
guide us, and even our ancestors are there to
help and to guide us, to protect what we have,

especially when we speak of our
own children.”

Mr. Kinney said that a number
of people had a powerful reac-
tion to the mass. “There was a
lot of emotional content in the
mass and in the things that were
said, particularly by Chief Tim
Paul and Fr. Sappier,” he said.
“Tears were shed by a number
of people in the congregation yes-
terday, it was very powerful.
There was a tremendous spirit in
the building among the people that
were there. You could sense a

 (continued on page 5)
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Transforming the familiar,
new birth among us

“Familiarity breeds contempt.” Did you ever notice how we take
so much for granted? Whether it is places, routines, or persons, the
longer we know or are around them, the less attention we pay to
them. In some ways, I wonder if that is something of our country’s
malaise, with regard to our indigenous communities. We know they
are all around us, in the Fredericton area, there are three First Nations
communities. But how much do we Canadians really know or pay
attention to them?

The history of Canada’s relationship with our First Nations has
been a long and painful one. It has involved conquest and coloniza-
tion. For the most part we pushed them off their ancestral lands and
settled ourselves there. Our ancestors aimed at “civilizing” and Christian-
izing them, which meant that as did so, we ignored and even tried to erase
their cultures, their languages and their spiritual traditions. Much of this
began when we were part of the French and English colonial empires.
When Canada emerged as a nation in 1867, this treatment of the indig-
enous peoples simply continued. This has been our history.

The story of the residential schools that has now come to light, is a
wakeup call to all of us. It cries out to all Canadians to open our eye
and our hearts to what our nation has done. In a specific way we Catholic
have been forced to confront the part our church has played in this story
of conquest and colonization. We were sometimes the vehicle by which
the state acted, especially in education. This is a painful time for us all. But
it can also be a time of promise and new hope.

If we are open to listen and be transformed in our relationship with
First Nations and their culture there can be healing and renewal. Canada
has often been referred to as a multicultural nation. What an irony that
we say this, but have largely ignored perhaps the most significant
culture among, that of our indigenous neighbours who were in this
land long before our ancestors arrived. This may be a great challenge
for us but it can also be a great blessing.

Our blindness is not unlike what Jesus faced as he entered his own
hometown. The Gospel writer Mark tells us the story (Mark 6:1-6).

He is a man with a message and he
begins to teach in the local synagogue.
People are astounded by what he is
saying. They are even more astounded
by the fact that it is him who is teaching. They resisted him and his
teachings. He was too familiar.

Jesus recognized that like the prophets before him, he was taken
for granted, not listened to, even rejected. “Prophets are not without
honour, except in their hometown, among their own kin, and in their
own house.” Familiarity stood in the way of recognizing the message
and the messenger who had come among them. This is the blindness
that characterizes us at this time.

The presence of God is all around us always. The spirit of the
Risen Jesus is ever present with us. All of this is — too ordinary.
Jesus reveals and speaks the message of the Kingdom in every act of
love, every experience of compassion, every moment of mercy and
care. But it can be just too ordinary and so we cannot see what is
right before our eyes.

At this time in the story of our nation, and of our church, we have
an opportunity to be transformed. It is time to meet the First Nations
of this land again, in a new way, without the conquest and coloniza-
tion. This is a time for listening and learning from one another. It calls
for openness and respect, compassion and love. In this, is healing.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

New priest says crisis is time for Church to listen
By AGNIESZKA RUCK
The B.C. Catholic

SURREY — For the past several weeks, many British Columbians,
and Catholics in particular, have been grappling with complex and
mixed emotions.

The announcement of the discovery of remains buried near a
Kamloops residential school has led to findings at other grave sites,
resulting in public discourse about a dark period of Canadian history
and the re-opening of wounds.

As temperatures rose, Catholic churches have been burned to the
ground or vandalized in acts the police are investigating as suspicious
or hate crimes.

Meanwhile B.C.’s relaxation of COVID-19 pandemic measures are
being greeted with glee by some who are eager to go back to church
and regular family gatherings, and with anxiety by others who are
hesitant or still grieving the losses of loved ones they may not have
been able to properly mourn due to travel or other restrictions.

How can a young priest with holy oils fresh on his hands react?
Father Raffaele Salvino believes now is the time for him, and Church

as a whole, to listen.

“There are a lot of stories that need to be shared or that need to be told.
I think the first order of business is to sit back and just hear what God has
been doing in the lives of the faithful of the diocese,” Fr. Salvino said in an
interview with The B.C. Catholic before his July 3 ordination.

He describes seeing a “mixture of joy and sorrow, grief and hope.”
“There’s the tragedy of the residential schools and coming face to

face with our own provincial history. On the other hand there’s this
overwhelming excitement that the COVID restrictions are coming to
a definite end,” he said.

Fr. Salvino admits that after the announcement of the Kamloops
grave site became news he was apprehensive about wearing his cleri-
cal collar in public. Could he proudly represent the Catholic Church in
public? How would others perceive him?

“I think my own slight discomfort in public, with a couple more
stares than usual or maybe looks of disgust, is worth it for the poten-
tial conversation that can happen,” he said.

“If wearing the collar can be an invitation for someone to come and
speak, share their thoughts, I think I owe it to them if I’m telling them
that I’m a minister of Christ, who turned no one away and always put
himself in the public marketplace.”

(continued on page 9)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

What’s inside the face of God?
O God, for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. My body pines

for you like a dry, weary land without water.

We pray these words with sincerity. Do we ever really mean them?
Can we honestly say that the heartaches that drive us to our knees are
a longing to see God? When we’re obsessed with an ache that won’t
let us sleep, can we honestly say we’re thirsting for God?  At first
glance, no. Our existential thirsts tend to be more earthy, more self-
focused, and more erotic than would merit the claim that they are a
longing for God.  Only the rare mystic (or perhaps one of us in a rare
moment) can, at a given time, examine her burning desires and say
honestly, what I want is God. I’m longing for God.

However, there’s another side to this. We need to make a distinc-
tion between what we explicitly desire and what we implicitly desire
within that same desire. Allow me an earthy example as an illustration.
Imagine a man on a given night feeling restless and seeking out sex
with a prostitute. Is he longing to see the face of God? Is he longing
for union inside the body of Christ? Explicitly, no. That’s the furthest
thing from his mind, at least from his conscious mind. However,
there’s something else inside his awareness at that same time (which
he in fact knows but of which he is not explicitly aware). His desire,
which on this evening has constellated so strong sexually, is in its true
intent a desire to see the face of God and to be in union with others
inside the body of Christ. Implicit in what he is hungering for is what
St. Augustine expresses in his famous axiom: You have made us for
yourself, Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. He is
longing to see the face of God.

In teasing out this distinction between what is explicitly intended in
an act and what is implicitly contained in that same act, we should
not conflate this with our notions of conscious and unconscious. These
latter terms are psychological categories, valid and important in their
own right, whereas explicit and implicit are philosophical terms, slightly

different in meaning, with a particular in-
sight into what is actually contained in any
act. Again, perhaps an example can be
helpful. Imagine yourself making a simple, elementary judgment. You
look at a wall and say, this wall is white. That’s what you are aware
of explicitly at that moment. However, for you to make that judgment
(This wall is white) you also at the same time have to know, know
implicitly, really, and as surely as you know that the wall is white,
some other things.  First, that the wall is not green or any other
colour; and, further, that you cannot say that the wall is not white
without denying the truth of what you are seeing. These latter dimen-
sions are something you in fact know, but of which you are not
consciously aware.

Now, apply this to the man whose desire drives him to have sex
with a prostitute. We see that what is on his mind explicitly at that
moment is not any desire to see the face of God or to be in union
inside the body of Christ. Far from it. However, as he is engaging in
this act, he implicitly knows that this is not what he is really searching
for and that he cannot pretend that it is. This implicit knowing of
these other dimensions is not just a function of conscience, but a
function of knowing itself.

There are multiple implications from this, beyond not feeling false
guilt for the fact that, most times, we find ourselves congenitally
incapable of making God the real focus, main object, and the All of
our desires. Mostly we don’t see our obsessions and heartaches as
having God as their real object. I suspect that this is because we do
not conceive of God as containing the powerful allure, attractiveness,
beauty, colour, and sexuality that can so obsess us in this world. I
wonder if anyone (outside of a mystic) has ever obsessed about see-
ing the face of God because he or she sensed that in God there was
even a richer beauty, attractiveness, and sexual allure than can be
found here on earth. Do we ever imagine God as infinitely more inter-
esting and alluring than any sexual partner on earth?

Sadly, the God of religions is hard to long for! That God, while
philosophically perfect and alluring, is existentially devoid of the real
beauty and eros that obsesses us on earth.

Therese of Lisieux, young doctor of the soul that she was, offers
us this warning: Be careful not to seek yourself in love because you
will end up with a broken heart that way. Thankfully, an implicit
knowledge of what we are actually longing for can help save us from
that.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

(continued from page 3)
spirit of reconciliation in the celebration which was quite noticeable.”

Noting the parish’s longstanding relationship with the Woodstock
First Nations, Fr. Arputham said, “this parish is very sentimental about
what’s going on, and really wanted to extend their hands in hope.
What happened yesterday was beyond the First Nations, it was needed
for our parish, for each one of us for the strengthening of relation-
ships.”

Mr. Kinney was deeply grateful for the participation of members of
the Woodstock First Nations during the Mass of Healing. “It was a
great showing of openness on the part of members of the Indigenous
community, most of whom came from the Woodstock First Nation,”
he said. “We invited their participation, and they were very generous,
even to the point of saying, ‘I have apprehensions about the Church’s
behaviour and my ongoing participation in Church life, but neverthe-
less said we want to come, and we want to accept the invitation’. So,
I think we need to acknowledge the significant generosity and open-
ness that was displayed by people from the First Nations communi-
ties in their willingness to accept this small beginning gesture of rec-
onciliation. I really want to commend them for that.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Woodstock parish
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Face to face with brutal truth
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

REGINA — “For better or worse, the
gravesite findings are bringing us face-to-face
with the brutal side of the residential schools,”
Regina Archbishop Don Bolen told The Catho-
lic Register the day after headlines screamed
751 more unmarked graves found at the
Cowessess First Nation, less than two hours’
drive east of Holy Rosary Cathedral in south-
ern Saskatchewan.

“Words fail,” Archbishop Bolen began in a
June 24 letter to Cowessess Chief Cadmus
Delorme and the community. “The news is
overwhelming and I can only imagine the pain
and waves of emotion that you and your peo-

ple are experiencing right now.”
Three years ago the Archdiocese of Regina

had put up $70,000 to aid the Cowessess First
Nation in a search through records to find
the missing and dead. Archbishop Bolen is
still looking for other ways to be helpful.

Chief Delorme reports that members of the
Cowessess community recall a priest in the
1960s ordered the headstones removed from
the cemetery. “I didn’t know about this until
yesterday,” said Father Ken Thorson, provin-
cial superior of the Oblates of Mary Immacu-
late, the order that ran the Marieval Residen-
tial School and 47 others across Canada.

“If it happened, it’s inexcusable that it hap-
pened. I certainly don’t question the memory
of the people from Cowessess. But at the same
time, I can’t give an answer because I don’t
have any information. Whether or not it was
an Oblate, what was his name, when it hap-
pened — those are things I don’t know yet.”

There’s nothing the Church can do except

be as open as possible, said Archbishop Bolen.
“How do we acknowledge what they’re

finding? How do we express solidarity with
them at a time when there is room for en-
gagement?” asked Archbishop Bolen.
“There’s an invitation for as many people to
be engaged in this work as possible.”

Rather than limiting the Catholic response
to religious orders and dioceses directly tied
to running residential schools, Archbishop
Bolen hopes to see all of Canada’s Catholics
take up the challenge as even more graves
inevitably come to light.

“We’re all treaty people,” he said. “Indig-
enous people don’t have a problem, we have
a societal problem…. It would be great if the
whole Canadian Church, each in their own
context, could ask, ‘How can we become
engaged in this question?’ ”

Fr. Thorson sees signs that the whole
Church in Canada is beginning to acknowl-
edge its past and its responsibility.

“I’ve heard some of the bishops, the open-
ness from some of the bishops that I haven’t
heard in recent years,” Fr. Thorson said. “I’m
hearing it a little more now and I’m grateful for
that. But I think we need to hear it some more.”

Archbishop Bolen believes all Canadians,
including Catholics, should be seeking out a
direct relationship with Indigenous people and
thinking about how they can respond to the
94 Calls to Action issued by the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission in 2015.

“It needs to begin with taking the lead from
Indigenous peoples,” he said. “Those Calls to
Action, there’s a range of them, right? They
invite education. They invite engagement on
Indigenous spirituality. And they invite deal-
ing with cemeteries.”

The Catholic response can’t just be about
the past. Bolen hopes parishes, Catholic
schools and other institutions do more to ad-
dress the present and future reality of Indig-
enous Canadians.

“We’re dealing with solidarity and justice
issues as Indigenous peoples try to address
the many ways in which they are systemati-
cally at the losing end in terms of societal in-
dicators of well-being,” he said. “The beauty
of the Calls to Action is that they are specific
proposals addressed directly to churches that
were involved and operating residential
schools with Indigenous-led steps that can
be taken, for us to move forward from truth
to apology to amends to engagement to trust
to reconciliation.” §

Archbishop Don Bolan (CBC photo)

Oblates pledge transparency
over residential schools; chief has doubts
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

SASKATCHEWAN — In the wake of the
Cowessess discovery of up to 751 unmarked
graves, Western Canada’s Oblate missionary
order is embracing a new level of transpar-
ency, making more documents about daily
operations at the order’s 48 residential schools
across Canada available.

“Without a full review of the existing his-
torical documentation from our order’s in-
volvement, the truth of residential schools will
not be fully known,” provincial superiors Fa-
ther Ken Thorson of the Oblates’ Lacombe
province and Father Luc Tardif of the Notre-
Dame-du-Cap province said in a “Joint State-
ment of Commitment” issued the day of the
Cowessess discovery.

The new documents to be made available
to researchers and First Nations are the Co-
dex Historicus, a kind of journal of daily ac-
tivities, along with photographs, human re-
sources records and teacher profiles.

The new Oblate commitment to openness
and transparency hasn’t quite won over former
Cowessess Chief Terrance Pelletier.

Chief Terrance Pelletier
(Catholic Register photo)

“They lawyered-up,” Chief  Pelletier told
The Catholic Register. “I’m old enough, I’ve
been to school long enough, I’ve dealt with
people long enough that I know what that’s
all about.”

Chief Pelletier’s suspicions are fuelled by
Oblate explanations about how the release of

(continued on page 11)
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Now more than ever, awareness of Indigenous history is essential
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

TORONTO — For educator Vanessa
Pinto, the discovery of unmarked graves out-
side of residential schools has only strength-
ened her resolve to raise awareness of Indig-
enous history, culture and perspectives in the
classroom.

The traumatic discovery of the remains of
as many as 215 children buried at the former
Kamloops Indian Residential School, and 751
unmarked graves near the former Marieval
Indian Residential school in Saskatchewan,
left many questioning how to approach teach-
ing children this very dark and contemporary
part of Canadian history.

As head of the English department at To-
ronto’s Loretto College School, Ms. Pinto has
been an advocate for Indigenous education and
more than a decade ago helped develop a high
school English course which focuses on Indig-
enous voices. Over the years she has been stead-
fast in stressing the need to prioritize marginalized
perspectives in education.

As Catholic educators, she says it’s teach-
ers’ duty to teach the history as part of build-
ing responsible citizens in a reconciliation re-
lationship with Indigenous peoples.

“We subscribe to the Catholic social teach-
ings and that all supports teaching about resi-
dential schools,” said Ms. Pinto. “We need to
know what our country has done and how
we can do better. The one way we can do
better is to have Indigenous voices in our class
and talk about the things that have happened.

We need to include their literature and their
stories in our classrooms.”

Indigenous communities and academics
have always encouraged discussion of resi-
dential schools in an age-appropriate manner,
Ms. Pinto says. While it is necessary to cater
to the development stage of the children, to-
day there are children’s books and other re-
sources available to facilitate discussion at any
grade level. As Catholics she says teaching
about the schools builds the necessary char-
acter rooted in the faith.

“Being a good Catholic means to follow with
compassion, to follow with empathy, to fol-
low with truth,” said Ms. Pinto. “When I’m
teaching students, we’re having just frank and
open discussion so that my students in my
classroom develop that empathy, develop that
knowledge and develop that sense of respon-
sibility too.”

Forms of the Grade 11 course focusing on
Indigenous voices have gradually been
adopted in several school boards throughout
Ontario. Ms. Pinto says there has been
pushback from some in the public who have
taken issue with a high school English course
focusing on texts that highlight Indigenous
voices as opposed to traditional readings such
as Shakespeare.

While that has been disheartening, she says
a silver lining of the current climate may be a
heightened collective awareness of the his-

tory and trauma inflicted on Indigenous peo-
ples and the important role the school system
plays in ensuring students are informed and
hold well-rounded perspectives.

“I think it’s a trauma for most of the nation
because you can’t look away anymore,” said
Ms. Pinto. “I’ve been involved in teaching
Indigenous content now for most of my
teaching career so this is a part of the next
phase of the things that I have to address in
the classroom. The fact that this is the con-
versation now is indeed helpful because now
having an Indigenous text in the classroom,
people don’t look at it as unusual anymore.”

Orange Shirt Day, which is observed Sep-
tember 30, calls for Canadians to wear an
orange shirt in the spirit of healing and rec-
onciliation. Ms. Pinto was one of the first
teachers in the Toronto Catholic board to
push the special day and says as issues
impacting Indigenous peoples have become
more salient in the media and culture, she
has seen enthusiasm and support for the
day increase.

“Everybody wants that orange shirt and
wants to do it now; it’s not just another col-
ourful shirt day,” said Ms. Pinto. “For me
(the latest news about residential schools)
doesn’t change my job. It’s the (teaching)
that I’ve always been doing, and I will be
continuing to do it. It’s just much more ac-
knowledged now by society.”§

Vanessa Pinto (Catholic REgister file photo)

'Raw truth' must come out for healing to begin
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

CALGARY — “Education got us into this;
education will get us out of this.” Though
those words were first spoken and repeated
often by Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion chair Senator Murray Sinclair, they’ve
become the personal motto of St. Mary’s
University Elder in Residence Casey Eagle
Speaker.

Mr. Eagle Speaker is a regular on the
Calgary campus, where the 70-year-old edu-
cator shares his own experience of attending
a residential school, his struggle to recover
his language and culture and the devastation
felt across generations, in families and com-
munities, that is the legacy of residential
schools.

“That’s really important — to hear the
truth,” said Mr. Eagle Speaker. “It does make
people uncomfortable, but you have to hit a
level of discomfort to begin to understand.
The discovery of these 751 who have been

Casey Eagle Speaker
(St. Mary’s University photo)

added on (to 215 unmarked graves found at
the former Kamloops Indian Residential
School) out at the Cowassess First Nation
there in Saskatchewan, that’s really got a lot
of people in a deep level of discomfort. Be-
cause it’s challenging what they thought they

(continued on page 11)
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Pope asks for local events coinciding with World Meeting of Families 2022
By Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY —  Pope Francis has asked
dioceses around the world to make it possible
for every family to participate in the World
Meeting of Families by holding local celebra-
tions during the gathering in Rome June 22-
26, 2022.

"After being postponed for a year due to
the pandemic, the desire to meet again is great,"
the pope said in a video message July 2.

In the past, he said, the World Meeting of
Families "was perceived as being something
remote, at most followed on television," but
"unknown to the majority of families."

With questions still present about how the
coronavirus pandemic will impact global travel
and large international meetings next year, Pope
Francis said there is "an opportunity provided
by providence to create a worldwide event
that can involve all the families that would like
to feel part of the ecclesial community."

The theme of the 2022 gathering is: Family
love: A vocation and a path to holiness.

Rome will be the main venue, the pope said,
and bishops' conferences and international
Catholic organizations will be invited to send
delegates involved in family ministry to Rome
for "the Festival of Families, the pastoral con-
gress" and the concluding Mass.

At the same time, the pope said, "each dio-
cese can be the focal point for a local meeting
for its families and communities. In this way,

DUBLIN — An LGBT choir sings outside the Pastoral Congress at the World Meeting
of Families in Dublin August 23, 2018. (CNS photo/Clodagh Kilcoyne, Reuters)

everyone will be able to participate, even those
who cannot come to Rome."

Pope Francis asked dioceses to be "dy-
namic, active and creative in organizing this
with the families in harmony with what will
be taking place in Rome. This is a wonderful
opportunity to devote ourselves with enthu-
siasm to family ministry with spouses, fami-
lies and pastors together."

Cardinal Kevin J. Farrell, prefect of the

Dicastery for Laity, the Family and Life, said
the World Meeting of Families continues to
grow and attract more families from around
the world, "bringing enrichment with their lan-
guages, cultures and experiences."

The gatherings, he said, "have been an elo-
quent sign of the beauty of the family for the
church and for all humanity. We need to con-
tinue on this path, seeking to involve more
and more families in this beautiful initiative."§

When faith, science work together, people come closer to truth, pope says
By Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — When scientists share
their data and dialogue with experts in other
fields, including religion, they contribute to
the search for a holistic truth that promotes
the common good and, therefore, promotes
peace, Pope Francis said.

With a focus on cross-discipline coopera-
tion, scientists can give witness "to the pos-
sibility of building a new social bond, endeav-
ouring to bring scientific research closer to
the whole community — from the local to
the international — and showing that together
it is possible to overcome every conflict," the
pope said in a video message to an interna-
tional conference on Science for Peace.

The meeting July 2-3 was sponsored by
the Italian Diocese of Teramo-Atri and the
University of Teramo. It brought together
physicists, astronomers, biologists, physi-
cians, geologists, mathematicians and theo-

logians to discuss how science could con-
tribute to promoting better health, greater ac-
cess to nutritious food and to peace.

In a video message played at the opening
of the conference, Pope Francis applauded
the organizers and participants for seeing how
important research in all branches is for meet-
ing "challenges of contemporary society," and
he thanked the diocese for being a co-spon-
sor of the gathering, "thus testifying that there
cannot and must not
be any opposition
between faith and
science."

People need to
have scientific facts
and understand how
the physical world
works in order to
solve problems to-
gether, he said. And
both science and reli-

gion need to recognize the desire for knowledge
"present in the heart of every man and woman."

Pope Francis asked the scientists to pro-
mote a love of learning and a passion for re-
search among young generations.

Seeking the truth, the whole truth about life,
includes questions of faith, the pope said, and
Jesus "instills in everyone the certainty that
when one searches honestly one encounters
the truth."§
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God's grace transforms sinners into apostles, pope says
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Even the lowliest of sin-
ners can become the greatest of apostles by an-
swering God's call and allowing his grace to work
in their heart and mind, Pope Francis said.

The life of St. Paul, who went "from being
a persecutor of Christians for not observing
the traditions and the law" to being one of the
great apostles, highlights the power of God's
grace, the pope said June 30 during his weekly
general audience.

"How often, in the face of the Lord's great
works, does the question arise: How is it pos-
sible that God uses a sinner, a frail and weak
person, to do his will? And yet, none of this
happens by chance, because everything has
been prepared in God's plan. He weaves our
history and, if we correspond with trust to
his plan of salvation, we realize it," he said.

Arriving in the San Damaso Courtyard of
the Apostolic Palace, the pope took his time
greeting pilgrims and blessing newlyweds.
Before concluding the audience, the pope also
took time to thank his personal driver, Renzo
Cieci, who was retiring.

"He began working when he was 14 years
old, riding a bicycle. Today, he is the pope's
driver. Let us applaud Renzo and his faithful-
ness. He is one of those people who bring the
church forward with his work, with his good-
ness and with his prayers. I thank him so
much, and I also would like to take the op-
portunity to thank all the laypeople who work
here at the Vatican," the pope said.

In his main audience talk, the pope contin-
ued his new series of talks on the Letter to
the Galatians, reflecting on the theme, "Paul,
true apostle."

St. Paul shows "a father's concern" for the
Christian community, he said, and in reading
his Letter to the Galatians, "we immediately
discover that Paul has a profound knowledge
of the mystery of Christ."

When problems arise, such as the dispute over
whether Gentiles must be circumcised, St. Paul
did not follow "the shallow arguments used by
his detractors" but instead "chose to go deeper,
because what was at stake was the truth of the
Gospel and the freedom of Christians."

"He does not stop at the surface of the prob-
lems, as we are often tempted to do in order
to find an immediate solution that deludes us
into thinking that we can all agree with a com-
promise," the pope said. "This is not how the
Gospel works, and the apostle chose to take
the more challenging route."

One of the ways St. Paul explains his rea-
soning is by reminding the Galatians of his
history of violent persecution against Chris-
tians and "that he is a true apostle not by his
own merit, but by God’s calling."

"On the one hand, he insists on underlining
that he had fiercely persecuted the church
and that he had been a 'blasphemer, a perse-
cutor and a man of violence,' the pope said.
"On the other hand, he highlights God's mercy
toward him, which led him to experience a
radical transformation, well known to all."

Pope Francis said St. Paul's "wonder and

gratitude" despite his past showed that,
through the grace of God, even one who
fought the disciples of Christ "could become
a herald among the Gentiles."

"The call always implies a mission to which
we are destined; that is why we are asked to
prepare ourselves seriously, knowing that it
is God himself who sends us and supports
us with his grace," the pope said. "Let us al-
low ourselves to be led by this awareness:
The primacy of grace transforms existence
and makes it worthy of being placed at the
service of the Gospel.”§

(continued from page 4)
It’s not the first time Fr. Salvino has wres-

tled with serious concerns about current
events and his personal stake in the Catholic
Church. A few summers ago, revelations of
sexual abuse by clergy sent him spiralling
through a crisis of faith. He was a seminarian
at the time, on the path toward priesthood.

“Can I truly go forward and give my life in
service to the Church? Is it a corrupt organi-
zation? Is it truly led by the Holy Spirit? There
were those questions I had to ask.”

He called it a “real faith-shaking event” dur-
ing which he wrestled with these questions
and many others that rattled around in his mind
for months.

“It was a painful process. To anyone else
who is really going through a crisis right now
I would say from my own personal experi-
ence: this can often take a while, but some-
thing profound is afoot,” he said.

“It really is an invitation deeper into the heart
of Christ, or the side of Christ, the wound on his
side. His heart was opened for all and there’s a
refuge there in the midst of suffering.”

Fr. Salvino now looks back on that time of
questioning and sees it as the moment he was
most challenged to have faith and trust.

“This is going to sound cliché, but I re-
ally had to, in prayer and just ask myself:
‘do I believe that God who has done good
things in the past is continuing to do good
things now? Do I believe that God who has
brought good out of evil in the past in my
own life, will he continue to do that for
me, on this path of discernment, and will he
continue to do that for the Church?’”

After months of wrestling, Fr. Salvino con-
cluded that God is still good and trustworthy,
even when everything around us can seem bleak.
It’s a lesson he’s reminding himself of this year.

“Anyone who is going through a crisis of
faith or serious doubt, in that is actually hid-

den a situation to lean more heavily on Christ.
It’s been true for me, and I want to speak
boldly,” he said.

“I promise, if you are going through a re-
ally tough time in your faith and it really feels
like it’s an attack on your trust in God, in
there, at the core of this whole thing, is God’s
own invitation: ‘do you trust me? Do you trust
that I love you, that I am God, that I can
bring good out of this evil?’”

Fr. Salvino didn’t grow up expecting to
become a priest but came to the vocation
gradually as his family also slowly gained a
deeper understanding of their Catholic faith
together.

Their journey together, for example, took
them from skipping mass so they could watch
World Cup games to making mass a priority
on Sundays and praying before meals. “When
God called me to the seminary, it was like the
natural continuation of the trend that God had
been taking my family on recently,” he said.

He wants to offer the same trust that car-
ried him in his time of doubt to those who are
discouraged. “It’s so easy to compare your-
self, like, ‘they are a good Catholic family and
we are not.’ It does God a disservice because
God is here to work with us, and he certainly
did with my family.”

Now assigned as assistant pastor at St. Mat-
thew’s in Surrey, Fr. Salvino is “extremely grate-
ful for how supportive this diocese has been,”
he said, calling it an “enormous family.”

He is eager to start ministering as a school
chaplain at St. Matthew’s Elementary and Holy
Cross Regional Secondary, as well as serving
Catholics in Surrey, starting with listening to
them.

“I truly believe the time of suffering we’ve
gone through, God was doing something and
is speaking to us in it. I think the time right
now is to listen and pray and see what that
might be."§

Time for Church to listen
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Cancer patient pressured to die, family says
By TERRY O’NEILL
The B.C. Catholic

SURREY — As she rests on her queen-
sized bed under a patterned comforter, her
shoulders and head propped up by several
pillows, 84-year-old Joan Rohoway listens
passively to a conversation involving her
daughter Pamela, Pamela’s husband Alain
Seguin, and a reporter.

The setting is the Seguin-Rohoways’ Sur-
rey home. Joan rests quietly as the three oth-
ers discuss her rapidly fading health, her quality
of life, and — most important — the pres-
sure that Pamela and Alain say medical per-
sonnel exerted on Joan so she would agree to
be killed under the provisions of Canada’s
Medical Assistance in Dying (MAiD)
protocols.

After several minutes during which Pamela
and Alain talk about Joan’s opposition to
MAiD, she suddenly speaks. “I want to live,”
she says with a light but distinct voice. Her
intention made clear, she goes silent.

The declaration brings a smile to the faces
of Pamela and Alain, confirming for them that
a two-week-long fight they waged with the
Fraser Health Authority [FHA] on her behalf
was the correct one.

Their story is the latest of several involv-
ing, FHA-staff-led discussions about MAiD
that The B.C. Catholic has reported on in re-
cent months. (See sidebar this page.)

The family’s battle with Fraser Health be-
gan in late May while Joan was a patient in
the cancer and palliative-care wards at Sur-
rey Memorial Hospital.

Alain told The B.C. Catholic that, unbe-
knownst to him and his wife, an oncoloist

visited his heavily medicated mother-in-law
while she was alone and then initiated a dis-
cussion about MAiD.

In a separate interview, Pamela added that
when her mother asked about treatment op-
tions, the doctor said there were none for her
late-stage cancer, but opened up discussion
about MAiD. Alain said Joan would never have
asked about MAiD and would never have
agreed to it. Nevertheless, he said the doctor
insisted that Joan had agreed to it.

Fraser Health refused to comment on any
aspect of this
story. Dixon
Tam, a public-
affairs consult-
ant with the au-
thority, said only
that “we dis-
cuss a range of
care options
with all of our
patients.”

Alain and his
wife said they
were shocked
to be told that
Joan had ac-
cepted MAiD.
“I was aghast, I
was angry,”
Alain said. “It
was done so
underhandedly.
To me, [the subterfuge] was intentional.”

He added, “The way they handled it was
poor, where the doctor went ahead and put
the idea in my mother-in-law’s head.”

Alain said his family is pro-life and he per-

sonally opposes abortion and capital punish-
ment. “I was raised a Catholic and was raised
to believe you’re given life by God,” he said.
“And the only person who has the right to
take that life is God.”

The couple complained to the hospital about
the MAiD order, but when they met with a
nurse and social worker were told Joan had
requested MAiD three times. The MAiD dec-
laration stayed in place, even during the days
after they brought Joan home on June 7 for
palliative care. (Widowed two years previous,

Joan had moved in with Alain and Pamela last
September.)

Pamela said that when two new FHA health-
care workers visited two days later, ostensi-
bly to check her bed sores, they spoke only
about the possibility of Joan’s entering a hos-
pice and accepting MAiD, then threatened to
file papers to obtain legal guardianship of Joan
if Pamela and Alain continued their opposi-
tion.

Pamela said she told the two that she be-
lieved they were “pushing death” on her
mother, and that Joan would never in her right
mind agree to it. “You brainwashed her,” she
recalled saying to the two.

The issue was finally resolved two days
later with the visit of two new health-care
workers. “I think they came to smooth the
waters,” Alain said. With Alain and Pamela
present, the two asked Joan if she wanted
MAiD. “She said, ‘Absolutely not, I want to
stay here,’” Pamela recalled. “The two then
said, ‘OK.’”

(continued on page 13)

SURREY — Joan Rohoway (left) with daughter Pamela and son-in-
law Alain. (Terry O'Neill photo)

How Fraser Health developed its MAiD-affirmative stance
As revealed in highly censored documents obtained earlier this year by The B.C. Catholic

through a freedom-of-information application, Fraser Health’s official policy on medical as-
sistance in dying (MAiD) is that it is supposed to be an “entirely patient-driven” process.

Yet the evidence, such as that of the case of Joan Rohoway, suggests doctors can and do
lead euthanasia-related discussions.

To get to the bottom of the issue, The B.C. Catholic filed an appeal last spring with the
provincial government’s Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner. We asked it
for previously withheld agendas, reports, and minutes of any meetings of the Fraser Health
Authority’s board of directors in which development and implementation of MAiD policies
and practices were discussed and/or voted on.

Christina Sefcik, a case-review officer with the office, said in an April 22 letter to The B.C.
Catholic the office opened a file on the case on March 30.

She added, “Due to case volumes, it may be several months before this file is assigned to an
investigator.”

In the meantime, she revealed that OPIC had requested that the health authority “produce a
complete, unsevered copy of the records in dispute.”

The B.C. Catholic is awaiting further developments.§
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(continued from page 7)
knew, what they thought was the truth. Now
the raw truth has come out.”

Through fireside chats, one-on-one meet-
ings and in classroom, Mr. Eagle Speaker is
bringing both students and faculty to an en-
counter with Indigenous culture, spirituality
and history.

“A lot of them really appreciate the fact that
they’re getting the truth,” he said. “Truth has
been a healing source for all people. It’s the
start of that healing journey.”

The elder didn’t arrive at this understand-
ing without his own struggles.

“When I came out of residential school and
I took education, I had this notion,” he re-
calls. “I wanted to use education as a weapon
to get even with the white man. I wanted him
to feel my pain, my hurt, my shame, my guilt.
I wanted them to feel that they were animals,
the way I was taught to feel. It didn’t turn
out that way. It (education) has become a
weapon to create relationship, to create some-
thing good.”

The kind of encounter Mr. Eagle Speaker
offers on the campus of St. Mary’s has to
become more and more a part of Catholic
higher education right across Canada, said
Peter Meehan, Association of Catholic Col-
leges and Universities of Canada chair and
St. Jerome’s University president.

“All the Catholic university presidents rec-
ognize that this is missional for us,” Mr.
Meehan said. “The documents have to be
made available. The scholarship has to be
encouraged.”

At St. Jerome’s, Mr. Meehan has under-
taken a major strategic planning exercise,
hoping to ensure an important place for the
liberal arts and St. Jerome’s on the campus
of the University of Waterloo. Real-world
study of the history of residential schools fits
right into that.

“As a Catholic university, I’m really focused
on how we are Catholic — not the fact that
we are Catholic. We have to lead with our
commitment to human dignity, with our com-
mitment to people on the margins. These are
all Gospel imperatives that I think people just
overlook,” he said. “We should be offering
programs in this (residential schools). We
should be offering our research and our schol-
ars, encouraging more graduate studies in
these areas, because the times are just des-
perate for it.”

Mr. Meehan sees no lack of interest among
St. Jerome’s students.

“This is a generation motivated by injus-
tice. We have to bring it to them in creative
ways that are honest,” he said.

At St. Paul’s College within the University
of Winnipeg, residential school history has
played a large part in the largest Catholic stud-
ies program in Canada.

“This topic is covered in portions of the
Catholic Studies introductory course, as well
as by specific courses on the relations of the
Church with Indigenous peoples,” said St.
Paul’s rector Chris Adams in an e-mail.

Which is not to say that Mr. Adams be-
lieves it is doing enough. “Our professors are
committed to furthering understandings re-
lated to reconciliation, both in class and in
our special lectures,” he said.

Universities like King’s College in London,
ON, and the Atlantic School of Theology in
Halifax also plan such courses.

“Reconciliation is not for Indigenous peo-
ple to do, but for non-Indigenous people to
look at,” said Mr. Eagle Speaker. “To recon-
cile with the fallacies that they’ve been living
with, that they’ve been taught. They need to
recognize that, to accept it and then to walk
with Indigenous people. A lot of my work at
St. Mary’s has been bringing that to the ta-
ble.” §

'Raw truth' must come out for healing to begin

(continued from page 6)
documents has been “complicated by issues
of provincial and national privacy laws.”

But Fr. Thorson insists the order is not
dodging anything or holding anything back.

“It’s always been a question to me why we
wouldn’t make them (school records) avail-
able. I never really understood it and I don’t
understand it now. But we’re making them
available,” Fr. Thorson said. “We’re not be-
ing driven by the lawyers on this.”

The Oblates are being pulled in two direc-
tions by their legal obligations and their desire

Oblates pledge transparency
for transparency.

“The issue is around personnel files, of
course,” Fr. Thorson said. “We have privacy
issues we can’t ignore. And yet, the history
is there…. Part of their history is potentially
located in those files. How do we determine
what is appropriate to share. Or how do we
determine an appropriate mechanism or a
process to determine how we balance those
two needs.”

Chief Pelletier intends to put whatever
mechanism or process the Oblates come up
with to the test.

“I’ve drafted a letter where I’m asking for
certain documents. And I’m giving the rea-
sons why I’m asking for certain documents.
I want to see if those documents will come,”
Chief Pelletier said.

Chief Pelletier sees a strong parallel between
what the Cowessess First Nation endured at
Marieval Indian Residential School and the
history of abuse in Catholic institutions in Ire-
land. Chief Pelletier has been to Ireland and
spoken with Irish abuse survivors.

“What law prevents an institution from pro-
viding historical documents that would es-
tablish criminal actions? What documents
exist that would show what would possibly
provide evidence of serial abusers within the
Catholic order?” Chief Pelletier asked. “I’ve
asked for specific documents. We’ll see if
they’re coming.”

Fr. Thorson understands that people are not
going to simply trust the Oblates to produce
records.

“That question would go to an agreed-upon
third party,” he said.

The Oblates are committed to rebuilding
trust with Indigenous people in all their min-
istries, parishes and missions, said Fr.
Thorson.

“I feel mostly for our men who are work-
ing in First Nations communities,” Fr. Thorson
said. “They are on the ground with people
that they love and who are really angry right
now. They are committed to their people and
to the ministry, as are the Oblates.”

Fr. Thorson isn’t asking Chief Pelletier and
other residential school survivors to trust or
forgive the Oblates right now. But he insists
the Oblates will not abandon their mission or
the people.

“This is where we’re called to be, and not
just the Oblates of Lacombe province or the
Oblates of Canada, but the (global) Oblate con-
gregation,” Fr. Thorson said. “This is a rela-
tionship with the Indigenous peoples of Canada
that we’re all called to work on, towards heal-
ing.”

The Oblates stand by their 1991 apology
given at the Lac Ste. Anne pilgrimage site in
northern Alberta. Fr. Thorson is hopeful In-
digenous Canadians will see the pope apolo-
gize on Indigenous land.

“It’s clear that this is not something that is
simply a photo-op,” he said. “It’s something
that would have deep meaning for the Indig-
enous people of Canada and would truly as-
sist many in the work of healing. It’s some-
thing I would like to see happen.”§



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. July 16 & 23, 2021Page 12

Critics say conversion therapy law tramples on religious freedom
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — Support across party lines
for a bill that bans conversion therapy for
youth in Canada is being labeled a “brazen
assault on religious freedom” by some of

the most vocal critics of the federal Liberal
minority government’s political agenda.

When Bill C-6 passed in the House of
Commons by a vote of 263-63 with the
support of some key members of the Offi-
cial Opposition such as Conservative Leader
Erin O’Toole on June 22, the pro-life or-
ganization Campaign Life Coalition [CLC]
blasted the federal government and most
federal MPs for an “unprecedented attack
on people of faith who hold to the biblical
definition of marriage, who adhere to natu-
ral law, and who want to protect their chil-
dren from a life of great suffering, includ-
ing in some cases, bodily mutilation that is
irreversible,” according to CLC president
Jeff Gunnarson.

But during the long debate in the House
of Commons that dates back to last year
over Bill C-6, even a Conservative MP who
is generally a vocal critic of the Liberal gov-
ernment pushed back against the narrative
that religious freedom was ever at stake.

In a statement, the CLC said MPs have
ignored “many warnings from CLC, the
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, the Ca-
nadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, and
other faith groups, along with the personal
stories of ex-LGBT Canadians who over-
came their unwanted same-sex attraction
with the help of counselling.”

“Shame on every Member of Parliament

who voted in favour of this bill that aims to
imprison parents, pastors, and mental health
professionals for supporting those who seek
help,” the CLC’s Jack Fonseca said.

While the CLC has been one of the most
vocal and hard-line critics of Bill C-6 and
the Liberal minority government in general,
opposition to Bill C-6 has come from other
Christian and religious organizations such as
the Association for Reformed Political Action
(ARPA) which, like the Catholic Church in
Canada, claims to be against some forms of
conversion therapy but worries that Bill C-
6’s definition of the therapy is too vague and
could lead to the courts taking an expansive
interpretation in the future.

“We support a bill banning conversion
therapy, but not this bill, because it bans
more than conversion therapy,” said ARPA’s
director of law and public policy André
Schutten.

Mr. Schutten, a constitutional lawyer, said
critics of the bill are disappointed that con-
cerns raised about the wording of the bill
were ignored by the Liberal government and
all but just 62 Conservative and one inde-
pendent MP.

Conversion therapy, which as a practice
has been condemned by many medical and
mental health organizations across the globe,
is an effort to try and change a person’s
sexual orientation or gender identity. A
number provinces and cities in Canada have
brought in their own anti-conversion
therapy regulations.

The federal Bill C-6 makes changes to
Canadian criminal law that makes it a crime
to force a minor or non-consenting adult
to undergo conversion therapy. It also
makes it a crime to take a minor out of the
country to access conversion therapy and
to profit off of conversion therapy by pro-
moting the practice.

“ARPA Canada condemns coercive prac-
tices designed to alter a person’s sexuality
through pain, pharmaceuticals, surgery, or
shaming rituals,” a statement released by
ARPA said, adding that Bill C-6’s “defini-
tion of conversion therapy goes well be-
yond these archaic practices, capturing
counselling and psychological support for
those who struggle with gender dysphoria,
as well as spiritual counselling around ques-
tions of sexual ethics and identity.”

“Experts in law and medicine, and advo-
cates from a wide variety of groups across
this diverse country are rightly concerned
about the impact this bill will have on re-

ducing the availability of psychological and
spiritual help for those struggling with deep
existential questions,” Schutten said of what
he called a definition of conversion therapy
that is “overly broad and vague.”

“Sadly, a majority of MPs went along
with it,” said Schutten.

ARPA’s position on Bill C-6 is more in
line with the Catholic Church’s position than
with the CLC’s more strident attacks on
the Liberal government.

“In outlining some of the serious prob-
lems presented by the wording of Bill C-6,
we believe it is of the utmost importance
that the government re-examine the bill with
a view to assuring that the appropriate and
indeed necessary amendments be consid-
ered and undertaken,” a Canadian Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) position
statement on Bill C-6 said.

“This ought to be done in a spirit of true
dialogue with faith communities,” the CCCB
said.

In a presentation to the House of Com-
mons during debate on Bill C-6, the CCCB
said Bill C-6 “is generic in its scope and
ambiguous in its language, and thus its ap-
plication could be overextended and inter-
preted to include what are and should re-
main lawful activities.”

“This is mainly because of its problem-
atic definition of conversion therapy which
reads: ‘a practice, treatment or service de-
signed to change a person’s sexual orienta-
tion to heterosexual or gender identity to
cisgender, or to repress or reduce non-het-
erosexual attraction or sexual behaviour,’”
the CCCB said in its brief to the House of
Commons.

“In the bill’s current form, a range of ac-
tivity and well-intended actions, hitherto le-
gitimate and lawful, that are also beneficial
goals in support of individuals, could be-
come subject to prosecution under the
Criminal Code, despite the apparent claims
to the contrary on the website of the De-
partment of Justice.”

That is a concern that the federal Liberal
government dismisses.

“Discussions and open-ended conversa-
tions that explore identity are not conver-
sion therapy and they are not targeted in
the bill,” said Minister of Diversity and In-
clusion and Youth Bardish Chagger, who
helped navigate Bill C-6 through the House
of Commons.

“Children should be free to ask questions
(continued on page 13)

Jeff Gunnarson (Grandin Media photo)
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(continued from page 12)
about who they are and to come to know
themselves. That is why health care work-
ers, parents, teachers, religious leaders must
be able to continue supporting and affirm-
ing youth in these conversations and dis-
cussions,” she said. “The challenge where it
becomes conversion therapy is when it is
without consent, when it is being imposed,
when people are being forced to change
who they are or exploring who they are.”

In fact, during the long and drawn out
debate on Bill C-6, it was a Conservative
MP who may have most directly challenged
the narrative surrounding Bill C-6 that has
been put forward by critics of the bill who
raise religious freedom as an issue.

Conservative MP Michelle Rempel Gar-

Conversion therapy law

(continued from page 10)
Alain said he is relieved he and his wife can

now focus their attention on ensuring Joan’s

Cancer patient pressured to die

Diocese entrusted to St. Joseph
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Canada Day, July
1, 2021, Father Doug McNeill, rector of
the Immaculate Conception Parish in Saint
John, entrusted the Diocese of Saint John
to St. Joseph on behalf of Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC.

“We find ourselves at the conclusion of
a special novena honouring St. Joseph, pa-
tron of Canada and the principal patron of
the Universal Church,” Fr. McNeill told the
congregation. This novena, was produced
by the Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops (CCCB) and began on June 22.

Fr. McNeill led the prayer of entrustment
from St. Joseph’s Chapel, a small chapel
on the left side of the altar at the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception in Saint
John. Calling St. Joseph, “our inspiration
and guide in living an authentic Christian
life,” the prayer asks the saint “to draw us
closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, that we may
easily turn to the Lord in every circumstance
of our lives and, consecrated to Him, we
may know, in our vocation, the peace and
joy of a holy life.”

The prayer also recalls Joseph’s posture
of listening to the voice of the Lord, and
asks him to, “help us to discern the signs
of the times and to engage in the transfor-

mation of our world.”
Looking next to St. Joseph’s vocation as

a husband, father and worker, the prayer
acknowledged his “solidarity with the hu-
man condition,” asking him to “teach us
how to be faithful to our baptismal prom-
ises and sensitive to the sufferings and needs
of our sisters and brothers.”

Calling St. Joseph, “a man of great faith,
unshakeable hope and a heart burning with
charity,” the prayer next asks him to “come
to the aid of the Church and our country,
watch over the elderly, the weak and the
infirm, protect our children and families,
and sustain those who give of themselves
selflessly in pastoral and health care.”

Finally recognizing his role as a spiritual
companion who knows the needs of hearts,
the prayer calls on St. Joseph to “intercede
for our many needs, so that, by your pow-
erful prayer, we may be delivered from the
many dangers that surround us so as to
experience safety and solace in the Lord
and, at the hour of our death, come at last to
the glory of our eternal home.”

For resources on how to observe the year
of St. Joseph, which continues until Decem-
ber 8, 2021, visit https://
dioceseofsaintjohn.org/year-of-saint-joseph.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Father Doug McNeill,
rector of the Immaculate Conception
Parish in Saint John stands in front of a
statue of St. Joseph as he entrusts the
Diocese of Saint John to the saint.
(Natasha Mazerolle photo)

ner, who is from Alberta, said during de-
bate on the bill that concerns about reli-
gious freedom are a non-issue.

“It does not arbitrarily infringe on reli-
gious freedom,” said Ms. Garner.

“In my view, the spirit and value of reli-
gious freedoms is to protect individuals so
they may practise their faith,” she said.

“For those who are worried that this
could somehow be a slippery slope, I would
also point members to the fact that many
other jurisdictions and municipalities have
also, within the tools available to them
within their jurisdictional responsibilities,
implemented similar measures,” Rempel
Garner said. “Churches are still operating,
as are mosques and gurdwaras.”§

final weeks are comfortable and the battle
with Fraser Health has ended. “But,” he said,
“the level of trust we have with Fraser Health

is about zero.” Added Pamela, “They are just
writing her off.”

With this past spring’s liberalization of MAiD
rules in Canada, pro-life advocates such as
Dr. Will Johnston, chair of the Euthanasia Pre-
vention Coalition of B.C., have grown increas-
ingly concerned health authorities’ overly en-
thusiastic embrace of the practice to the det-
riment of proper care.

“Altruism for some Fraser Health bureau-
crats takes the form of putting medically has-
tened death squarely in front of everyone
whose life looks low quality to euthanasia-
minded staff,” Johnston said in an interview.

“Suicide prevention is not on their radar. In
my opinion, the chain of command is intoler-
ant of any impediment to access far more
than it cares about cutting a life short. This
has become a juggernaut.”

Referring to the Rohoway case, Dr.
Johnston concludes, “Families just get in the
way, as can be seen by the threats thrown at
these loving people by that social worker.”§
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July 18, 2021
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Jeremiah 23.1-6
I myself will gather the remnant of my flock

and raise up shepherds over them.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (R.1)
R. The Lord is my shepherd;

I shall not want.

Second Reading:   Ephesians 2.13-18
Christ is our peace;

in his flesh he has made both groups into one.

Gospel: Mark 6.30-34
They were like sheep without a shepherd.

July 25, 2021
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: 2 Kings
They shall eat and have some left.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 145.10-11, 15-16, 17-18 (R.16)
R. You open your hand to feed us, Lord;

you satisfy all our needs.

Second Reading:   Ephesians 4.1-6
There is one body and one Spirit, one Lord,

one faith, one baptism.

Gospel: John 6.1-15
Jesus distributed to those who were seated

as much as they wanted.

Sunday’s Liturgy

Shrine welcomes treasured items that belonged to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
By MARY K. TILGHMAN
Catholic News Service

EMMITSBURG, Md. — The faded black bonnet with its gently
ruffled frill once framed the face of the nation's first American-born
saint.

The black cap, a familiar sight in portraits of St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, rested in a gray archival box back in Emmitsburg March 11
for the first time since 1822.

It is one of several rarely seen artifacts from Mother Seton's life
now on display for all visitors to see at the National Shrine of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton.

The Seton Family Treasures exhibit officially opened July 1 at the
shrine. The exhibit is part of a yearlong commemoration to mark the
200th anniversary of the death of America's first native-born saint.
She died at age 46 January 4, 1821.

 The items — including St. Elizabeth Ann's rosary, her wedding
brooch and her daughter's christening gown — arrived in early March,

donated by the Sisters of Charity of New York to the Maryland shrine
for their display and preservation.

"They're here to help us tell her story and make Mother Elizabeth
Ann Seton more relatable," said Rob Judge, the shrine's executive
director.

The items, mostly objects of daily life, will be used to talk about her
diverse life experiences, Mr. Judge said. She knew the joys and trials
of family life, was faced with financial struggle, confronted death and
found solace in the Catholic Church.

"She was fully human like all of us," Mr. Judge said in a March
interview. "It gives people great hope and great faith."

"When visitors see these artifacts, they will be taken back in time,
while being made mindful of their own experiences and struggles that
often mirror those of America's saint," Judge said in a statement just
prior to the exhibit's July 1 opening.

The exhibit debuted with a virtual tour of it led by historian Catherine
O'Donnell, whose book Elizabeth Seton America's Saint is consid-
ered the definitive historical account of Mother Seton's life. A special
morning mass, Pray for America with Mother Seton, was said July 4
at the shrine's basilica in honour of the saint and the opening of the
exhibit.

Among the donated artifacts are:
• St. Elizabeth Ann's black cap, sent to New York in 1822, a year

after Mother Seton's death, and conserved about six years ago, ac-
cording to Mindy Gordon, archivist for the sisters in New York.

• The crucifix and black glass bead rosary which she used in prayer.
• A delicate brooch in the shape of a bow with a chrysanthemum-

like flower at its centre, which she wore on her wedding day; her
portable writing desk.

• Wedding miniatures of Elizabeth and William Seton; the tea chest
belonging to St. Elizabeth Ann's father, Dr. Richard Bayley; and fam-
ily photo albums.

• The Civil War-era commissioning certificate and epaulettes of her
grandson, William Seton Jr.; and the christening dress St. Elizabeth

(continued on page 15)

EMMITSBURG, Md — A book owned by St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
is seen during a news conference at the National Shrine of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton in Emmitsburg, Md., March 11, 2021.
Sisters of Charity of New York donated several of the saint's
items to the shrine for their display and preservation. (CNS photo/
courtesy Devine Partners)
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(continued from page 14)
Ann sewed for her daughter Catherine.

Only a few items were displayed March 11, after they arrived at the
shrine. The christening dress needs special care to be shown due
to its fragility, while other artifacts, including the wedding por-
traits and family photo albums, need further restoration before the
exhibition, according to Scott Keefer, archivist for the Daughters
of Charity.

"We're so very pleased that these artifacts have found not only a
safe but a loving home," said Sister Donna Dodge, president of
the Sisters of Charity of New York. She was joined by other mem-
bers of the order's executive council via Zoom.

Several artifacts, including the tea chest and commissioning cer-
tificate, were donated to the sisters in New York upon the death of
the saint's great-grandson and last living descendant, Ferdinand
Jevons, of New York.

The commissioning certificate recalls a moment of special sig-
nificance to the sisters. Captain William Seton III, the saint's grand-
son, was wounded at the Battle of Antietam 30 miles from
Emmitsburg. Sisters of Charity nursed him back to health at St.
Joseph's Military Hospital in New York. Only when he awoke did
the sisters realize he was the grandson of their foundress.

"How powerful a moment that must have been," Mr. Judge said.
Elizabeth Ann Bayley was born in New York City August 28,

1774, to a prominent Episcopal family. In 1794, at age 19, Eliza-
beth married William Magee Seton, a wealthy businessman with
whom she had five children. William died of tuberculosis in 1803,
leaving Elizabeth a young widow.

After discovering Catholicism in Italy, where her husband had
died, Elizabeth returned to the United States and entered the Catholic
Church in 1805 in New York.

To support her family, she started an academy for young ladies
in New York but later relocated to Baltimore, where she estab-

lished the first Catholic school. She was the founder of what would
become the Catholic school system in the United States.

In 1809, she moved her school to nearby Emmitsburg, estab-
lishing it on land purchased by a donor. A year later she founded
what became known as the Daughters of Charity. She died Janu-
ary 4, 1821. She was canonized by St. Paul VI September 14,
1975.

Preparing for the transfer of the saint's items from New York,
Gordon discovered something she'd never seen before on the backs
of 1794 wedding miniatures. "I had never touched them," she
said.

She found a braid of Mother Seton's hair on the back of her
miniature and a velvet cloth embroidered with her husband's ini-
tials on the back of his. One of the canisters inside the tea chest
still contains tea, enough for a cup or two.

In March, before the artifacts were introduced, Father Ted
Trinko blessed them. A priest of the Institute of the Incarnate
Word, he is the shrine's chaplain.

"In many ways, these relics are going to bless us," he said.
In addition to items donated by the Sisters of Charity of New

York, others were donated by the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati
and the Daughters of Charity, each of whom trace their roots to
Mother Seton. Mount St. Mary's University in Emmitsburg also
contributed to the exhibit, which joins an already extensive collec-
tion of Seton artifacts at the shrine's museum.

Despite the coronavirus pandemic, the national shrine has con-
tinued virtual programs and tours and is open for visitors with
face masks and social distancing, said Tony DiIulio, programs
director. Some 60,000 people visit the shrine every year, though
numbers were down about 10% last year.

Commemorations also include a new film, Seeker to Saint, as
well as virtual and in-person exhibitions and tours.

Besides items donated by the Sisters of Charity of New York
that are now on display, other
pieces were donated by the
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati
and the Daughters of Charity,
each of whom trace their
roots to Mother Seton.

Mount St. Mary's Univer-
sity in Emmitsburg also con-
tributed to the exhibit, which
joins an already extensive col-
lection of Seton artifacts at the
shrine’s museum.

Editor's Note: For more
details about the artifacts or to
see the film, go to https://
seton200years.org. The shrine
also is releasing a series of four
videos about different aspects
of her life as "a wife, mother,
friend, teacher, spiritual seeker
and servant of the poor." The
first two videos can be seen at
https://setonshrine.org/seeker-
to-saint.§

Shrine welcomes treasured items that belonged to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Classic Memorials Inc.
Best Quality,Service & Prices!

Laser Design Experts

Four Generations of Monument Craftsmen
Area Representatives

 Office & Showroom: St. Joseph’s Cemetery, 327 Westmorland Rd., Saint John, 653-6861
Reid’s Funeral Home, Hampton, 832-5541

Fundy Funeral Home, Saint John, 646-2424

Classic uses only the very best granites available and
unconditionally guarantees every monument sold.
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True evangelization must proclaim Jesus, says bishop
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

“There is no true evangelization if the
name, the teaching, the life, the promises, the
kingdom and the mystery of Jesus of Naza-
reth, the Son of God, are not proclaimed,”
(ope Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi.

In his homily at the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Concepion in Saint John for the 15th

Sunday of Ordinary Time on Saturday, July
10, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, Bishop
of the Diocese of Saint John, reflected on an
early experience of ministry that taught him
the true meaning of evangelization.

As a young seminarian Bishop Riesbeck re-
called being appointed chaplain for the young
sea cadets at the royal military college in King-
ston, ON.

“When I arrived at the sea cadet camp at
RMC [Royal Military College of Canada], I
must admit that I took on a bit of a ‘messiah
complex’,” he said. “I figured I had only eight
weeks to ‘convert’ these young people so that
they would come alive in their faith. I was
the “super seminarian” coming to the rescue.
I also became engaged in a bit of a popularity
contest with the protestant chaplain trying to
do my best to make the cadets like me more
than her, and to attract more cadets to my
padre’s hour. So, I spent a lot of time, and
wasted energy, trying to be accepted and
liked, wanting to be their best friend so to
speak, instead of offering them the best friend
they could ever have — Jesus.”

It was not long before Bishop Riesbeck be-
came exhausted. Sharing that he was, “not
getting enough sleep, and most of all I was
not praying.”

He became frustrated that he was not see-
ing too many fruits. “I soon realized that it

was not me the cadets needed but Jesus, and
that if God was going to go about his work
converting hearts and drawing these young
people to himself, I had to get out of his way.
I had to surrender all my fears and insecuri-
ties about myself and re-focus my efforts on
allowing Jesus to come to the fore by putting
him first.”

Sharing that he, “began to pray, to surren-
der to the Lord and to rely on his strength,
and to proclaim Jesus Christ crucified, the
wisdom and the power of God,” Bishop
Riesbeck said he started to notice a change.
“The Lord began to move in powerful ways.
On one occasion I gave a talk on prayer, and
the next day a girl came up to me and said
“last night Jesus and I had a long chat”.”

“On another occasion a boy told me that
when he returned home, he would ask his
parents to take him back to church on Sun-
days. And not only that, by the end of the
summer, I had a good number of protestants
also attending padre’s hour with me. One
protestant boy came to me and said, “even
though I am not Catholic, I attend your pa-
dre’s hour because you talk about Jesus.” So,
what was happening? Jesus was now the
centre of attention; he was in control, and he
was moving powerfully in these young peo-
ple’s hearts, revealing himself to them,” the
bishop said.

Bishop Riesbeck said that this experience
taught him the true meaning of evangeliza-
tion. “As we go about proclaiming the good
news, we don’t have time to worry about
feelings of insecurity, about whether we will
be liked or accepted, or even whether the
message we preach or live out will be re-
ceived, for all these things can weaken or
prevent our evangelization efforts,” he said.

“If we are to be effective in our ministry
and if we want to see miracles occur — peo-
ple coming alive in the faith — God must be
in control. We need to
rely on his strength
and his power, be-
cause only he can
touch hearts. And the
gospel we are to
preach and live out,
with the help of the
Holy Spirit, is the
truth of God’s word
— we are to proclaim
Jesus Christ — with-
out compromise,” he
continued. “We are
not to apologize for

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the
Diocese of Saint John. (TNF file photo)

him, or water down the gospel message so
that people will like us.”

Bishop Riesbeck spoke of the urgency of
the Gospel message for a world in such des-
perate need. “The world needs Jesus Christ
badly. People need to encounter him person-
ally and experience the great love he has for
them,” he said. “And if Jesus Christ, the way,
the truth, and the life, is proclaimed, we should
not be surprised when we face adversity.”

Noting that efforts must be rooted in Je-
sus, Bishop Riesbeck concluded by saying
that “inevitably, if we rely on the Lord, turn
to him for his grace and wisdom, and let Je-
sus increase in us while we decrease, people
will come to see Jesus in us, and will be drawn
not to us, but to him. And lives will be trans-
formed to the glory of God.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §


